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Season 4, Episode 2
The Causative - Direct and Indirect

Hello dear learners and welcome to Episode 2 of the fourth Season of Bereka Buna. Today
we’ll go over another element of Amharic grammar known as The Causative. Remember,
you can always support your learning by viewing the episode transcript which can be found
at berekabuna.org. Let’s get right into it!

The Causative, as the name implies, refers to actions which wouldn’t happen of their own
accord and so must be caused to occur. For example, the direct causative of @>M (he came)
would be agen (he brought). An object cannot move itself, so in this case someone (or
something) must cause the object to come. In English we use different words to say “come”
and “bring”, but in Ambharic these two concepts are connected by modifying a shared root.

Listen to a few more examples of the Direct Causative to notice the pattern:

o He went out 0 he entered nA he ate DLE, He went down
A®TM | He took out a1 he brought in ANA he fed ADLE, He took (it) down
The Indirect Causative follows a similar patter but is used when the causative is applied to
another person rather than an object. The prefix used here is 0. So, for example: aom (he
came) would be Aaaem (he caused someone to come, or he had someone come). This form
may sound a bit odd to an English speaker at first, but just try to listen to the construction and
then we’ll make more sense of these forms through example sentences.
@ — he went out nA — he ate 70 — he entered
Ah@M — he caused A00A — he caused someone to eat | A010 — he caused someone to enter
something/someone to go out

In the infinitive, causative verbs always start with @7 rather than e»

aoM) — aogoa)} 10 — @) 0A — av(lATF
hava) — aggomy- A70 — 990+ ANA — T0AT
hhooa) — ajpava)t AQT0 — TIN0F AQ0A — 99004

As with many elements of the Amharic language, not all verbs can be used in exactly the
same way. In this case, there are verbs that sound as if they would be Direct Causatives, but
which are actually used as active verbs and for which the basic form is not in use.

For example, AZ1/712:¢1 (he did/to do) is an active not a causative verb and it does not have
a basic form since 241 is not a word. Listen to the following examples of verbs that work in a
similar way. Note that these verbs could still have an Indirect Causative form. We’ll start by
listing the Simple Verb, followed by the Infinitive, then the Basic Form or root and finally the
Indirect Causative.
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Verb Infinitive Basic Form Indirect Causative

A'100 — he read 97701 — to read 100 — not in use a0'1nN — he caused
someone to read

A1 — he a7+ — to lift or 14 — not in use A — he caused

took/lifted/picked up | pick up something/someone to
be picked up

h24 — he cleaned 7924+ —to clean 24 —not in use AN24 — he caused
something to be cleaned

ATT — he found a7+ — to find T7 —not in use A0TT — he caused
something to be found

There are also some verbs which sound like Indirect Causatives, but which function as active
verbs. These may not have an obvious basic form nor a Direct Causative.

For example, Ahbarm/90ar to place or set something down. In this case ¢aom, which
would theoretically be the basic form is not used, and A¢a2m is not a word either.

Sometimes these verbs can have a proximate root that is related but separate. For Aasaom, for
example, the verb -++aom (to sit) could be considered a proximate root. If something is made
to sit down, it is placed or set down, Aasaom. Similar examples include:

Verb Infinitive Basic Form Proximate root
ANaPA( — he threw up | “9d9eAh — to throw up | @2A0 — he gave back | -+apAa — he returned
A0 — he sneezed TIM1im0 — to sneeze 1maA — not in use None

At — he taught Ta-+o1C — to teach +o94 —to learn None

There are also many verbs that do not have a Direct Causative, but which could still have an
Indirect Causative. For example:

Verb Indirect Causative Infinitive Infinitive of Indirect

an? — he prayed ANZAP — he made a2\ L — to pray TNa0L — to have
someone pray someone pray

$.m — he cut AOdZm — he made ao/ — to cut T — to have
someone cut someone cut

AN — he broke AOGNZ — he made ao(\(1C — to break TIA0C — to have
someone break someone break

£1av — he repeated AL19v — he made ao@9° — {0 repeat a0L19° — to have
someone repeat someone repeat

Knowing which verbs are used in each causative form or whether the verb acts as an active
verb (despite sounding like a causative) is just a matter of practice, and sometimes an
exercise of common sense.

Fortunately, causative verbs mostly follow the same conjugation pattern as regular verbs (i.e,
avy[havAy-[AharMy-i aeMy[haprMy[hpary: Favea\Ti/ Faven Nt/ F-navsmAT, etc).
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Great, now that we’ve covered the construction and variations with causative verbs, let’s
practice with a few examples. We’ll say the Amharic slowly twice, followed by the English
translation. Remember you can always pause and repeat the sentence before moving on.

Practice Example: translate from Amharic to English

ANhv aog74<7 h9°MAT : Please, can you (m) bring me the book?

He mPF A0 TFO7 Aimé- : They made their beds this morning

ASTeP ABPT 0AAT : the mother will feed her child

AThATT O ANOET AmTFPA : The gardener has watered the flowers

1 av-fe 7 Adrt9Pe-Av- : Tomorrow | will teach all day

HG-O ARHIN 102 AONT A-OGE? A0 : It is raining, please () bring the clothes inside

A0 ALenCOT AG.07 DB AAYE AO2T : Having finished reading, he showed the new

magazine to his sister

8. haat @FF aoligt NANF@-Th(LT ASA@MF@- : since the dogs need to pee this
afternoon, let’s take them outside

9. @ AF 0 AVET 1044 WG T100PO @44 : The bad/naughty boy likes to scare his
little sister and make her cry.

10. HeF NALYT ANTTFTT WG2GAT : If we raise (grow/cause to grow) trees, we will save
our planet.

Noohs~wbhE

Practice Table: For the indirect causatives, we’ll say the English meaning for the first three
verbs, and then let you figure out what the others mean by following a similar pattern. The
424 and English translation can always be found in the episode transcript.

Regular Form Direct Causative Indirect Causative

AlA AN ahAaNa

to wear to dress someone or to make someone be dressed
something

ML XA ANDLL

to come down (i.e. descent | to bring someone or thing to have an object brought

the stairs) down down

Lén hLdin afLd0

to arrive to deliver/take something to | to have something arrive at
a destination its destination

Llb hlP aOLLP

to dry (or be dry) to dry something to have something be dried

Lhav aLhav AOLhar

to tire (or be tired) to weaken or tire someone to make something be tired
or thing

m10 am0 AOm10

To fill to fill something or someone | to cause something to be

filled
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to become evening

éami héd.mi Ald.m
to be fast to hasten something or to cause something or
someone, cause it to be someone to be sped up
faster
¢rh AR AR
to shout to make someone or thing to cause something to be
shout made to shout
A7 G| AOATT
to be fertile to grow something or make | to make something be grown
someone or thing be fertile | or be made fertile
ns ang A0S
to be enough to finish to cause something to be
finished
mé hAMmé- AOm4
to be lost to make someone or thing be | to cause someone or
lost or make an error something be made to err or
get lost
#¢ hee AONPe
to wait or stay to make someone or thing to have someone or thing be
wait or stay made to wait
P AP AOPP
to be warm/hot to warm up something to have something be
warmed up
aofi havll APl

to stay up late at night

to make someone stay up
late at night

HC.
to go round in a circle

AHC
to make someone or thing
goinacircle

AQHC,
to have something be made
to turn

Notice how the direct causative words below do not have a root regular form verbs, but they
can be conjugated into indirect causative by adding a “a” following the “4”.

am - to wash

AAm - to have or get something washed

Al - to farm or plough

AA40 - to have the land farmed/ploughed

hL< - 10 spend the night into morning

AL - to let someone or thing sleep over a night
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AQN - to think A200 - to make someone think
AP - to cry AA¢a - to make someone cry
hf41-10 do A0L41 - to make someone or thing do something

In contrast, also notice that the words below cannot be conjugated into the direct causative
form but can be conjugated into the indirect causative like any verb.

av g~ - t0 hit/beat

Ahard - 10 cause someone to be hit or beaten

Af - to differentiate/separate

ANA? - to have something be separated/sorted

md1 - 1o sweep

AOmd1 - to have something swept

4.2 - to permit/allow

AL - to get permission or get someone to allow

A - to roast

AO®A - to have something roasted

m¢- - to call out for someone

hlimé- - to have someone called

And that’s all for this episode. Thanks for joining us and hope you’re finding your learning
slowly progressing. Best of luck and until next time, goodbye.




